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May 31, 1994
‘MAGIC BUS’ BRINGS COMPUTER DEMONSTRATIONS TO UM JUNE 2 
MISSOULA -
The "Magic Bus" will visit The University of Montana Thursday, June 2, and interested 
members of the public are invited to climb aboard for hands-on demonstrations of a wide range of 
computer technology.
The "bus," actually an 18-wheeler, is a traveling exhibition of Silicon Graphics products ranging 
from desktop workstations to sophisticated movie special effects. It will be parked in UM’s Parking 
Lot G, south of the Health Sciences Building near the comer of Maurice and Beckwith avenues, with 
demonstrations from 8:30 a.m. until about 4 p.m.
Demonstrations will include the special-effects "morphing" technology used in such movies as 
"Terminator 2: Judgment Day," as well as videoconferencing equipment. That equipment, which 
enables individuals to see and exchange information with colleagues at other sites using electronic 
"whiteboards," is of particular interest to the University, said computer science Associate Professor Ray 
Ford, academic technology adviser to UM’s provost.
UM will gain several affiliated campuses under the University System restructuring that takes 
effect July 1, and videoconferencing might provide an effective way for officials at the various 
campuses to interact without traveling across western Montana, Ford said. UM officials and interested 
others will be able to see and use such equipment in action during videoconferences between a 
workstation on the bus and a workstation in the Social Science Building.
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Contacts: Ray Ford, 243-2883; Terry Usry at Silicon Graphics’ Denver headquarters, 1-303-796-0022.
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